Lovisiana Citizens lor Action Now

-- ACTION ALERT (Final Reminder)

-- Sample Letter to Governor Jindal

-- Sample Letter to Governor Jindal (continued)

-- What Happened at Pinecrest Developmental Center
-- Any Questions?

ACTION ALERT (Final Reminder)

1. Write to Governor Jindal about the recently reported abuse that occurred to residents
in Pinecrest Developmental Center over the last year and a half. See Sample Letter
below that you can personalize and read on for background information on this
horrible incident.

2. If you haven't already, please confirm your action by replying to this email.
Thanks to those who have already done so.

You can email the Governor using the link below. Or your letter can be mailed to him at P.O.
Box 94004, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004. Or you can fax a letter to him at 225-342-7099.

Email Governor Jindal

http://www.qgov.la.gov/index.cfm?md=form&tmp=email _governor

Sample Letter to Governor Jindal

Dear Governor Jindal: The recent discovery of multiple and long lasting cases of abuse of
residents with developmental disabilities at the Pinecrest Developmental Center highlight
the issues inherent in the current system that segregates and isolates individuals from living
in their community.

I know you agree it is unacceptable that these individuals are treated with abuse and
neglect. It is particularly disturbing that the state is willing to expend on average $176,000
a year to have these citizens subjected to this abuse. These individuals could live in their
communities and have neighbors, friends, and relatives provide better oversight of their
supports and care that is not available in these institutions.


http://www.gov.la.gov/index.cfm?md=form&tmp=email_governor

Sample Letter to Governor Jindal (continued)

As a (Parent of a child with developmental disabilities / self-advocate with developmental
disabilities / advocate) | appreciate the leadership Kathy Kliebert is providing in moving
OCDD into the direction of increased community-based services. The recent allocation of
New Opportunities Waiver slots in the last two (2) legislative sessions is the only real safe
guard to guarantee that people have options to live in the community and not be subjected
to being imprisoned in these ineffective costly segregated institutions.

While you will certainly have to address the problems of lack of appropriate training,
oversight, reporting and care in the developmental centers, these approaches will prove
once again to be merely short term and superficial solutions. | implore you to support the
current direction of OCDD and develop an action plan that expedites the closure of
developmental centers in Louisiana.

What Happened at Pinecrest Developmental Center

Below is a link to the article in the Alexandria Town Talk newspaper that reported the abuse
noted above. | must warn you that the article is very disturbing and difficult to read. In fact,
I began to feel ill when reading it.

Sadly, this is not the first time such abuse has occurred. It is time for advocates to express
their outrage that this continues, and will continue unless the state reforms it system to
eliminate service models that segregate and isolate individuals with disabilities from their
communities and those who can and will ensure service providers deliver quality and caring
supports.

Article About Abuse at Pinecrest (see below)



- 5 Pinecrest employees arrested in abuse probe | thetowntalk.com | The Town Talk Page | of 3

" Looking for the perfect holiday gift? .

START SNAPPING
. Take 3 photos to get started. o |
Crher editions: Mobile | News Feods | E-Nowsletters Find it: Subscribe | Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Apartments | Shopping | Classifieds

I All  Local News Calendar Jobs Maore » gPONSORED
s iy S Y1
sl SEARCH
{F N g@l[ ﬂ ALL @

sl LouEiares

momsl meﬁ.—

HOME NEWS SPORTS VOICES & VIEWS WEATHER OBITUARIES BUSINESS FEATURES MULTIMEDIA ENTERTAINMENT CLASSIFIEDS CUSTOMER
SERVICE

Place An Ad Town Talk Archives

Comment, blog & share photos e ga
Log in | Bacome a mamber | Search paople romeReD v vou ano TOWN TALK

Ranetha Cheatam
5 Pinecrest employees arrested in abuse probe

BY TOM BONNETTE - TEONNETTEGTHETOWNTALK.COM - OCTOBER 22, 2008
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Five caregivers at the Pinecrest Supports and Services Center in Pineville have been arrested in connection
with what state officials called “truly disturbing™ behavior toward patients.

The five face a total of 40 charges, including multiple counts of cruelty to the
infirm, according 1o the Rapides Parish Sheriff's Office.

Deputies say patients were beaten with hand weights and were given
excessive amounts of prune juice to cause ung llable bowel
| Alsg, bleach was placed on a patient’s open wound, authorities said

Clara Harrell
“It's some pretty bad stuff that's been going on,” said Sheriff's Assistant Chief

Deputy Herman Walters.
Police said those arrestad and their charges are:

« Clara Harrell, 52, of 119 Cedar Lane, Pineville, 17 counts of cruelty to the
infirm and three counts of intimidation of a witness.

* Brenda Prater, 45, of 426 Martin Luther King Drive, Cottonport, 14 counts
of cruelty to the infirm.

i « Renatha Cheatam, 26, of 2607 Wise St., Alexandria, one count of cruelty
Lot it 1o the infirm and twe counts of intimidation of a witness,

= John Simon, 44, of 2113 Crepe Myrile Drive, Pinaville, one count of
cruelty to the infirm and one count of aggravated assault.

= Windell Smith, 54, of 4123 Seventh St., Alexandria, one count of cruelty to Johany Siman
the infirm

i All five have posted bond and have been released from jail, authonties sad.

Sheriff's officials say the five workers, who Louisiana Dep of Health
and Hospitals officials described as “residential service specialists,” were
arrested after a month-long 0 prompted by fram

employees at the hospital, which cares for severaly mentally challenged.

Wallers said the abuse d i d at the ital is and
has been happening for some time.

"There were probably seven or eight (patients) who were abused for a good
length of time,” Walters said. "We are talking about as much as a yearora
year and a half.*

http://thetowntalk.com/apps/pbes.dll/article? AID=/20081022/NEWS01/810220339 11/26/2008
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According to sheriff's reports, employees who saw the abuses were threatened with the loss of their jobs if

& = Windell Smith
they reported them to authorities, Waltars said.
An e-mail statement from Alan Leving, DHH secratary, called the reported abuses "truly disturbing.”
“This behavior from any T d with protecting our most citizens is shameful and
recelves our strangest condemnation,” Levine wrote. "We have baen working diligently with law
enforcement to ensure these reports were investigated and our citizens protacted,”
Levine said the siate has an aggressive system in place to receive repons and fully investigate them, and
he is thankful other hospital employees notified law enforcement,
J.T. Lang, deputy chief of staff far DHH, said caregivers at the hospital are vetted before they are hired in a
pracess that includes criminal background checks,
Walters said the investigation is angaing. and more arrests could be made.
“You never know where something its going until you break the ice.” he said. “You never know. but we shall
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The State is trying to get rid of places like Pincrest. Its an abuse of
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whatiknowZ2 wrole:

D HELLQ DOJ,
WELCOME BACK TO PINECREST, WE HAVE BEEN DOING NOTHING SINCE
YOU LAST LEFT US, OUR GLIENT RIGHTS OFFICIER HAS BEEN SITTING DN
INVESTIGATION AND ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN OUT TO LUNCH, DRINKING
COFFEE, AND SOME OF OUR TOP DOGS HAVE BEEN ADVISING OTHER
FACILITIES HOW TO GET RID OF DOJ. SO COME ON DOWN!!IE NOW MAYBE
THE STATE CAN PAY OUR CURRENT EMPLOYEES EXTRA MONEY TO ADVISE
US AGAIN,

http://thetowntalk.com/apps/pbes.dil/article? AID=/20081022/NEWS0 1/810220339 11/26/2008



Any Questions?

If there are any questions about the information in this email contact LaCAN's Coordinator
by replying to this email, or calling the toll free number listed below.

Contact Information

email: list@lacanadvocates.orqg
phone: 1-800-450-8108

web: http://www.lacanadvocates.org
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