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Act 833 Leadership Steering Committee Summary
February 5, 2015

Representative John Schroder, Chair, called the meeting to order with a quorum at
9:13 a.m.

Motion passed: Motion to accept the summary from the January 7" meeting made by
Debra Schum, second by Sheila Jackson, passed without objection.

The Committee discussed the need for Superintendent White to clearly state that districts
should move forward with implementation of Act 833. Concerns were expressed that the
language in the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) newsletter was not as strong
as needed.

LDOE indicated they had changed their interpretation of Act 833 a few months ago.
However, this shift in perspective was not made clear to stakeholders. LDOE staff
indicated their interpretation changed as a result of conversations with U.S. DOE. Some
Steering Committee members questioned the need for a change in the interpretation
since there are no federal requirements related to a student earning a high school
diploma.

District representatives consistently requested a clear directive from LDOE with approval
by BESE about the legality of Act 833 in the form of a letter to the Districts (not only
information in the weekly newsletter). A majority of Special Education directors present
expressed they will move forward to the best of their ability.

Motion passed: Motion for the Committee to not support the LDOE’s new interpretation
of Act 833 as expressed in the statement, “Individual performance criteria developed by
IEP teams may be incorporated when awarding Carnegie credits provided the criteria
preserves the same knowledge, skills, and levels of achievement expected for all
students.” made by Shawn Fleming, second by Sherri Houin, passed without objection.
Jamie Wong abstained.

Motion passed: Motion to create a small workgroup of leaders including outside (“3™
party”) attorneys to review differences in interpretation between federal law and Act 833
to provide clarity in guidance documents made by Carolyn Hill, second by Shawn
Fleming, passed without objection.

Representative John Schroder expressed there is no reason for Act 833 Leadership
Steering Committee to meet until this workgroup has met.

Meeting adjourned at 12:53 p.m.



