
 

  

Your Representative needs to hear 
your voice! 

Action Alert #11 

May 22, 2016 
 
Greetings! 
 

Congratulations!!  Your advocacy is 
working! 
 
One last step in the legislative process 
remains to address the following 
issues: 

 Restraint and Seclusion 
 Special Education Reporting 

SB317 (Restraint/Seclusion Bill) seeks to: 
o Clean up definitions for restraints; 
o Establish reporting requirements for the Louisiana Department 

of Education; and, 
o Establish an Advisory Council on Student Behavior and 

Discipline. 

SB310 (Special Education Bill) would require BESE to report statistics 
about students with disabilities in school systems. 
  
If these issues are important to you, contact your Louisiana State 
Representative BEFORE Thursday, May 26th. 

Louisiana State Representatives 

Send your Representative an email to tell 
them how you feel about these issues. 
 
If you know your Representative's name 
click here for their contact information.  
 
Don't know your State 
Representative?  Click here and enter 
your home address.  The first person 
listed will be your State Representative. 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nJpIeCmGa0NHrgKGwYQClyzPBCbA24fVAZY9cZLs7sxqiBDLZpo6GQDLZw9-WUjmEfzw8wu-YKd6Gky15x8yivMA7pZXC8rmpTEIUAr_lGb7IJf6YQbSmuy3dwfx3dOak7PcpT3GEPfPLvDfZ3c0vqL53rifaI_sbyNMZKyR7uQJchu3uw7tAnvc6QSBf1IECLtYwcd80S2uaoNcfFJWCeSfNm1BSFq-&c=D8hnbkqFLWrvm85LyEm8eebcdPdEKSLJzgGRrgLbWBkMLnqot7GTMA==&ch=HpaB3quY6Q6VECJntd-VyrcOI6vcGqHglkPjpzrRYbYBC5h4HpSkLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nJpIeCmGa0NHrgKGwYQClyzPBCbA24fVAZY9cZLs7sxqiBDLZpo6GQDLZw9-WUjmtGA6brItRV45M2kCPiQEELAOFAqUEcnwxa9OlZ2uUcLQIiaSfeIBx2gnz1zTbSFCSuFHTfpz10Hij-48ufK1bmFz8Y0EKPofBzsup1m43ezsxcmJnvtNUlsp0YQYjJM7FkdFsor7S92mEEEfYvNZs01aDf9uCIHk&c=D8hnbkqFLWrvm85LyEm8eebcdPdEKSLJzgGRrgLbWBkMLnqot7GTMA==&ch=HpaB3quY6Q6VECJntd-VyrcOI6vcGqHglkPjpzrRYbYBC5h4HpSkLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nJpIeCmGa0NHrgKGwYQClyzPBCbA24fVAZY9cZLs7sxqiBDLZpo6GZp2VyxF5PL68ZJMnAkRi9sKbTgEssygscj7M9xF7_UXWHMA-Zn0fJgL-FcslQnrVCVeo_lQcsUATJVq3vRmEoDifzj4das6bfUVE_4wVLLfR8VZ27KzoU55ueBIGD5X5TCXrDa7ZCKNNv5ZXq2mN-XCaxu1y0KWSA==&c=D8hnbkqFLWrvm85LyEm8eebcdPdEKSLJzgGRrgLbWBkMLnqot7GTMA==&ch=HpaB3quY6Q6VECJntd-VyrcOI6vcGqHglkPjpzrRYbYBC5h4HpSkLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nJpIeCmGa0NHrgKGwYQClyzPBCbA24fVAZY9cZLs7sxqiBDLZpo6GZp2VyxF5PL6G9Q-P4DvTJ_t5_HD_KyBgv45zmwTU5fI1KYu8hcqk2NQFhd0Km0Qr1tJT3Xibn9mfrexswd1M_eLwuRBdEhZijfB_meGw_kYH9w_x8iE3RmDOzAvraSahZ1dO__1OvP9gmyHUZBeMe9VgOgN2S1xnlGMVZJvZd8SgJZDVZbZkxs=&c=D8hnbkqFLWrvm85LyEm8eebcdPdEKSLJzgGRrgLbWBkMLnqot7GTMA==&ch=HpaB3quY6Q6VECJntd-VyrcOI6vcGqHglkPjpzrRYbYBC5h4HpSkLA==


Additional Information 

For additional information to help you understand issues to be discussed 
see below. 
 
Restraints and Seclusion. 
Five years ago a law (Act 328 of 2011) was passed in Louisiana regulating 
the use of restraints and seclusion in schools and requiring the Louisiana 
Department of Education to maintain a database of all reported incidents of 
seclusion and restraint.  While advocates were pleased with the Legislature 
passing Act 328 of 2011, there has been disappointment with the lack of 
attention by our state in these practices being reported.  Initial reports of 
statewide incidents of restraint and seclusion published by LDOE for 2012 
and 2013 indicated there were only 19 incidents statewide in 2012 and 17 
incidents in 2013.  These data were not consistent with parents' 
experiences.  LDOE has indicated it changed how data on restraints and 
seclusion are being reported to improve collection efforts. 
 
Parents have told LaTEACH that behavior is high on the list of critical 
issues needing statewide attention almost every year.  Over the past few 
years LDOE has reduced the amount of support provided to schools in 
using effective approaches to address challenging behaviors of students.   
 
SB317 would require incidents of restraint and seclusion to be published 
each year and would establish an Advisory Committee to oversee discipline 
and behavior practices across the state and advise LDOE and BESE on 
recommended actions to better support schools in meeting the needs of 
children who have challenging behaviors.  
 
Click HERE to read SB 317.  
 
Watch the testimony on SB317 
by clicking here.  Testimony 
starts at 1:45:30  
 
The Louisiana Developmental 
Disabilities Council SUPPORTS 
the LDOE being required to 
produce and publish a report on 
the use of restraints and seclusion and the establishment of an Advisory 
Council to oversee discipline and behavior in schools. 
 
Reporting Special Education Statistics. 
For almost twenty years the LDOE published a report called the Special 
Education Data Profile.  This report included information on the rates of 
students with disabilities and specific disabilities, the rates of inclusion, exit 
outcomes, performance outcomes and many other statistics.  These 
statistics helped parents and advocates understand where our state had 
come from and the current status of students with disabilities.  Trends and 
patterns were available to guide statewide plans, highlight areas of 
success, or identify other areas that may need additional attention and 
support.  Armed with this information, stakeholders were better able to 
understand critical issues facing our state and provide informed input to 
BESE and LDOE.  SB 310 seeks to require LDOE publish information 
previously available in the Special Education Data Profile. 
 
Click HERE to read SB310. 
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The Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council SUPPORTS the LDOE 
being required to produce and publish a report on special education 
statistics that had been previously included in the Special Education Data 
Profile and information on the funding changes to schools based on 
populations of students with disabilities. 

Did You Take Action? 

 
Please let us know if you contacted House 
Education Committee members or attended 
a committee meeting by emailing us 
at info@lateach.org. 

Any questions? 

If there are any questions about the information in this alert, contact 
LaTEACH at: 
 
Email: info@lateach.org 
Phone: 1-800-450-8108 
Phone: 1-800-894-6558 
Website: www.lateach.org 
 
LaTEACH is an initiative of the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities 
Council. 
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