
Join Fellow LaTEACH Members! 

Put on your Purple   
BESE needs to hear your voice! 

January 5, 2016 
 
Greetings! 
 

The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) meets next 
week. 
 
WHEN:          January 12-13, 2016 
   
WHERE:       Claiborne Building 

 The Louisiana Purchase Room (1-100) 
 1201 N. Third Street 
 Baton Rouge, LA  70802 

 
BESE members need to hear from you before they consider the following issues most 
relevant to students with disabilities: 
 

1. Funding to Schools 

 

Do you think state and local funding to schools should be based on 
student needs? 
  
Law requires funding to all schools, traditional and charter, to be based on student 
needs.  The state share of funding for schools for the 2015-16 year is being distributed based 
on student needs; however, local funds for charter schools continues to be distributed for 
each student regardless of the student's level of need.  The Louisiana Developmental 
Disabilities Council requested that all local funding be distributed according to student need 
as indicated by weights in the MFP formula. 
 
  
LDOE disagrees with how the La. DD Council and others interpret the law regarding the 
distribution of local funding shares to charter schools.  At its meeting on December 2, 2015 
the MFP Task Force recommended LDOE work with the Council in seeking an expedited 
opinion from the Attorney General regarding the interpretation of law related to local funding 
share distributions.  LDOE has not submitted a request to the Attorney General yet. 
  

Why are funding levels to schools based on student needs so important? 
  
Louisiana recognizes that on average schools need 2.5 times as much money to educate a 
student with a disability than is needed for a student without a disability.  Two major problems 
are caused by different funding formula across schools: 

1. Schools receiving a flat rate have a financial incentive to avoid enrolling students with 
high cost needs (i.e., students with disabilities). 

2. School systems serving high rates of students with disabilities have inadequate 
resources. 

Do you think reporting of funding should be transparent so everyone can 
see how funding allocations are calculated? 
 
The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) changed how it reports funding to charter 
schools.  The Council has requested transparency by reporting tables previously shared for 
school enrollments and funding levels. 
  

2. Contracting for a Monitor of Special Education Services 

  

Do you think more monitoring and oversight is needed across the state 
on the same issues prompting the lawsuit in New Orleans? 

  



As a result of a lawsuit related to issues with charter schools in New Orleans accepting or 
removing students with disabilities, the Louisiana Department of Education will contract with 
an outside monitor to oversee services related to students with disabilities in New 
Orleans.  With the growth of charter schools across the state, LaTEACH and the Council 
have advocated for better oversight and monitoring related to the inclusion and service 
delivery for students with disabilities. 
 
Click P.B. vs. John White to read the court order from this case. 

  
3. Special Education Add-On Endorsements and Practitioner Programs for 
Educators 

  
Do you think more training opportunities and endorsements are needed for teachers 
to access skills and strategies in teaching students with disabilities? 
 
Two proposals from Local Education Agencies (Ascension and St. Bernard) seek approval to 
offer Mild/Moderate Special Education Add-on Endorsement Programs for 
teachers.  Northwestern State University is seeking approval to expand its Practitioner 
Teacher Program with three General-Special Education Integrated teacher training 
pathways.   
 
  
If you don't have a purple LaTEACH shirt, contact your LaTEACH Regional Leader and we 
will provide one for you at the BESE meeting. 

BESE Agendas 

Click the links below to see the agenda items for January 2016 BESE Committees and Board 
meeting. 
 
Tuesday, August 11th 
 
8:45 AM  Minimum Foundation Program (MFP)  
 
Public comment on funding of Louisiana Schools 
 
9:00 AM  Administration and Finance Committee 
 
4.1 Minimum Foundation Program (70% requirement for instruction) 
 
6.4 RSD Contracts >$50,000 - Contract for special education monitor 
 
7.2 Reports Re: Legislative Resolutions (no reports available) 

 HR209 H.S. graduation rates of students with disabilities 
 HCR 174 Funding sources for early childcare and education 
 HCR 204 Advantages, disadvantages, quality, and effectiveness of assessments 
 SR 130 Implementation and effectiveness of Positive Behavioral Inteventions and 

Supports 
 Act364 Implementation of the assessment and accountability system for publicly 

funded childhood education programs 

8.1 MFP Task Force (unofficial minutes) 
 
11:00 Educator Effectiveness Committee 
4.1 - 4.3 Special education add-on endorsements (Ascension and St. Bernard) and 
Practitioner Program - Alt Path (NW State U.) 
 
12:00 AM Academic Goals and Instructional Improvement Committee 
 
3.1  Annual report regarding alternative schools 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5z62G_2AzAht2FgVtx4hpCWNViQLisETa0q7EdfQ3Eueu4R_933LeXCjRbGTyfbdMKeO9aX-amKff6RQvmc6JZlacAGLGZJ_MqG8KbLkOdlt6iPw4RN2SqEWMMao6fst1-jiAwj5oyUJTYJ5hp2p_Cod3C6wsq_ovu7RxCyqjWW7UaV018rKlE-TIcLEWc_rnClgmjwDKGt0GwY5VAxWiTOjCA2vyzTzqA==&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5_RVxZH2cgOXqX2ZdzuQFEd5ToPxiJbdvZr9pbNSnGcejJMbIOaPWYvBTSh5hykk-iIUe8SRSCIxufeyRsmShlGscRj6EMl3RcPQ0XIzhshDpK7lNlNR_w42u82R3RRiADrw_6Weti_L&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5z62G_2AzAhtbO__2XSmzVUEJd0J6tWRMBmnP-h89f1jfacYKBLq-S9DboKKuIEeqxghKqqj3RQDJJNZ4AWtgidus2ukvIO-FqwkL2bEsRkHK_5a5RLhJBIZcyE0iUp-n1p_6cmjVxNHqvjAoz6nLCit5Zid5W60XuwcVGwHsXXFljfdbU7I0lpHuDA57c104Hmm_cpyNI-4BSlz5hxQcwuXeSdND9YOfbQrNgNdt1iTXEAsZliPQEXOSUCA3kb9MaQNBJCQ8Web-2sFpNhnceg=&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5z62G_2AzAhtTZqsKORmVkgfW6K56nG_n4z70NAShmFbP4J4VOmy9T-YbFLX5fmH9jHKJ-wKjyYi65eukhy6AHFGJzChKOqJs4xp-oEsClEW76MIQhGCmbWIM5vOBbXuawtUh9M8soNupZk-J6ND-i6IouAGHXMGg7tLEi0KM4-PjBRg9ZcAV6wkk87QcYBIjgmpDkZawesWaEIzONzcyDtmrD_BCpgOr5XQnJaZMOUy5AdW4PLbvqmeqwRv9aXHfw==&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5z62G_2AzAhtXDL6k1HbsY34jsbKNvsy3D1kQFg1JRhZ2THlHxo5d37ojwG5bpy7VgkR3O2nlKprvfWF-c9GsyA7SOl7gBroHIfElVu9YisFCX-Vdx4CgIRW7p1G4qwx7YocOQqehv4ykX_BV_vS_zOcjmc2CJjQ-YxRkKdAkyzP5nd1BlIH9T3Bw-9BMFZAqqAQUlvQcjkIxBUJRV0XMJi7QEeJ1a4VE0FqlIqbc8ZlypOviBd3swa1xJe8LF7-FE9auj1Q-b7k&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==


  
5.1     Parental Viewing of Assessments 
  
6.1     Public Comment re: Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook  Comments seeking 
guidance on identification related to students in home school situations and RTI. 
 
1:30 PM   School Innovation and Turnaround Committee 
 
 
Wednesday, January 13th 
 
9:00 AM   Full Board     

 
Contact your BESE member to tell them how you feel about these issues. 
Click HERE for the list of BESE Members by district. 

Did You Take Action? 

  
Please let us know if you contacted your BESE Member or 
attended a BESE meeting by emailing us 
at info@lateach.org. 

Any questions? 

If there are any questions about the information in this alert, contact 
LaTEACH at: 
 
Email: info@lateach.org 
Phone: 1-800-450-8108 
Phone: 1-800-894-6558 
Website: www.lateach.org 
 
LaTEACH is an initiative of the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5z62G_2AzAhtr_HMVkEVBUfLblybdTYb5QeqLCb-tEFjB9PEeNQDwoEWvqh9nKvrzPw4_Mb-vrojmxAYZrd9CsganYk2bdXGXJEeOPKJ_ZsCG2grbEgKK3k_G7Qi31NiX6v1yddFc5sAMQTOSqvv4q4Dx7FRufZveXcUoYfMBOOLxXiA8jATYHzFHOfBxvOx5MFv4uc1um0MzeoHxDhfSkbTjuyfghjiDmwcbk3v0OEn&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5z62G_2AzAhtV9DjN9E14fmqoM-DnFbcHJ-xpe9HXolC2dGt5dEU4WhEyah5wf1jqfFFXtSeVKj8a9fOQuguCPzIL2IboGlvHSPEiATMnJpuNPu7eFnwHL4_bv130DKlNA3ESXaQW4AoBqpc8RPzhekIjw_m8IPqFdoGLAqyoGV2CdQK3c7VFhbudumP8DvRY3VhD3Nbf2XXa9SIBT3P5mvqL9-MGlVj4spT5YcOpbf7&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5-aerkDVnOYqm3BCpNeC3-CRwG00nZn_oyo_u_Is-JmBpPIuOr6pkfiaGJ70dI_wUzOiZLB940fdwavG-XpJelOBB9YLZ9Hh0VFFu8nplEvUgq5iSzIyNLP6hJM-ylg1zkseUdxqtbwyVZwNzIsfO_LCLaF1OQsYzA==&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001acDE2EBRGZxAStJga-Iu2xHEoPuw9yohYQGdcDyD7FvtGWM25eFB5-3XaTRiYlY4Wt8IGO1xDrPeoSHtYwxLE8_owRigLwC733YRBnS-DI67-lztLeFuxCtSFuvl6Bqdl5b8VrY1vJx3ysjyvunm3x_Ms4UilTyORSoeEJ-MAus=&c=fV06eJmvwq-j8EsbzbXAtzrwG-FCwJ84ryhjJOe-hLMVAKC7zHgV6w==&ch=R9y2w5Keg7ai3cWAIbRN3Gcr0Mco9um1GCRhCAMT3QL-OIhR3sqvAQ==

