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September 4,201.4

Mr.  John Whi te

Super in tendent ,  Louis iana Depar tment  of  Educat ion

L20L North Third Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Super in tendent  Whi te,

Dur ing the f i rs t  meet ing of  the Act  833 Leadership Steer ing Commit tee yesterday af ternoon,

great concern was expressed by nearly every part icipant related to issues caused by the lack of

def in i t ive guidance f rom the Depar tment  of  Educat ion.  Some of  the in format ion in  the two

guidance documents prov ided by the Depar tment  on August  Bth and August  l ,8 tn is

contradic tory to Act  833 and the re la ted ru les proposed by BESE. As a resul t ,  the leaders of

most  local  school  systems have put  o f f  implement ing and comply ing wi th  the law pending

fur ther  gu idance f rom the Depar tment .  I  hope you agree that  th is  is  complete ly  unacceptable.

Jamie Wong in formed the commit tee that  the expected t imel ine for  more f ina l ized guidance

from the Depar tment  wi l l  be somet ime in  November.  I  was ext remely a larmed to hear  th is ,  and

judging by the react ion to  th is  news f rom the major i ty  o f  the par t ic ipants,  so were they.

November is  s imply  too la te.  Local  super in tendents,  pr inc ipa ls ,  teachers,  parents,  and

especia l ly  the ch i ldren cannot  wai t  any longer .

l request  that  you immediate ly  prov ide our  local  school  systems wi th  c lear ,  wr i t ten guidance

that  is  concise,  in format ive,  and f ree f rom contradic t ions and confus ing language.  This  is  cruc ia l

in  ensur ing that  there is  consis tency among the school  systems in  comply ing wi th  the law.
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As I have publicly stated for the past several months, and in countless conversations with you,

Act  833 is  the most  impor tant  leg is la t ion I  have had the pr iv i lege of  author ing in  my t ime as a

state legislator. l t  is imperative that we work cooperatively together to move forward on the

implementat ion of  th is  law in  an expedi t ious manner .

Sincerely,

Distr ict 77

BESE Members

La.  House Educat ion Commit tee Members

La.  Senate Educat ion Commit tee Members

Congressman Steve Scalise

Senator  Mary Landr ieu

ACT 833 Leadership Steering Committee Members


