LLaCAN

LA COUNCIL’S ADVOCACY NETWORK

Information Alert #7 - Advocacy Update

June 15, 2017

Budget Update - House Bill 1 (HB1)

The State FY18 Budget (HB1) passed the House yesterday and Senate Finance Committee this
morning with funding for vital DD services restored. HB1 in its current state is considered the best
case scenario for people with disabilities and other vulnerable populations.

Thanks to your persistent advocacy efforts, funding was included and/or restored for the following
services/programs:

« $1.6 million in state general funds (SGF) to fill 627 vacant, existing waiver slots for people with
developmental disabilities.

e "LINCCA" funding which many Human Services Districts/Authorities use to fund the Individual
and Family Support and Flexible Family Fund programs, Families Helping Families contracts,
and other programs for people with behavioral health needs.

« EarlySteps funding is expected to be maintained at current levels.

o State Personal Assistance Services (SPAS) program which provides services to individuals
with physical disabilities needed to keep them at home and at work and out of nursing homes.

e Most of the $235 million in cuts to the LA Department of Health (LDH) originally proposed by
the House were restored.

« Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) has $1 million of SGF, which is a more stable funding
source than the current year.

HB1 will be considered by the full Senate this evening, where it is expected to pass. For more
information about the budget approval process, check out The Advocate's latest article here.

Final Thoughts

Please take a moment to celebrate the results of your advocacy efforts. While advocates are VERY
appreciative the massive cuts to LDH were restored,the needs of many people with developmental
disabilities remain unmet and must not be forgotten. The budget does not include funding for the
following:

e To adequately address the waiver waiting list of over 15,000 people.

e Torestore cuts to the Human Services Districts/Authorities made this year and over the past
several years, leaving these agencies far short of the funding necessary to meet all the needs
in their regions.

To restore all cuts to EarlySteps.

For an enhanced waiver rate to serve those with complex behavioral and/or medical needs.
For overtime for Direct Support Professionals or to increase rates for waiver providers.

To enable LA Rehabilitation Services to draw down its full federal allotment.


https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=233021
http://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/legislature/article_2e93a2ac-5097-11e7-a193-27c252f50c70.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eEjtpfbfL4t3pc42mSMVCpJNWrpBHT0Q_oeEMogCS1lhQlI6IVBgK3y4-p-FnZzZnHe-LS2skIxhsdgEwXYvUHNeyAMjCFFWrO1l5ry72_ZjpMqHx-ijI-E59gJDQrssG5XPnhyoIwndp7h1Qq9SnLPdtsQaDCXYkB05VCLd95Y=&c=kO_a3TYz4Adi9G-p_8jBO9ZNbLLwVE_y6YPzwgfvIezT9cHgCNJWIQ==&ch=u7od482RooDCUeuzc_ZKXBOCfFvTCtK3j22FDQQkDUDnHL7KHSvloA==

Advocacy works!

Thank You

Over twenty LaCAN members attended the House Appropriations committee meeting on Tuesday,
June 13, 2017 for public testimony. Six of these members provided testimony before the committee
on the importance of funding DD services by restoring all cuts to LDH. Click here to watch the video.
Testimonies begin at the 98:34 mark.

Thanks to all who traveled to the Capitol in their yellow to show support for DD services. A special
thanks to Randall Brown, Maria Caserta, April Dunn, Konstance Causey, Julie Folse, and China
Guillory for representing our group with their compelling testimony.
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Contact Us

LaCAN is an initiative of the LA Developmental Disabilities Council. If there are any questions about
the information in this email, contact the Council by replying to this email, or calling the toll free
number listed below:

phone: 1-800-450-8108 Q!D Louisiana Developmental
emall_: info@laddc.org Disabilities Council
website: www.lacanadvocates.org

facebook: www.facebook.com/lacanadvocates

twitter: www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil

Click HERE to view all recent and archived LaCAN Alerts.

Click HERE to view previous LaTEACH (Education) Alerts.


http://house.louisiana.gov/H_Video/VideoArchivePlayer.aspx?v=house/2017/jun/0613_17_AP
mailto:info@laddc.org
http://www.lacanadvocates.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lacanadvocates
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eEjtpfbfL4t3pc42mSMVCpJNWrpBHT0Q_oeEMogCS1lhQlI6IVBgK1M7EIqGmwjZoRJowBFcD3I6HDR_IFaL4F04BrpB2FopZair5h9al5Cj5k8BgssQu1GteYfSBPyJ5P2UjMUrrHYHr8GWTyz8FPfkiAzsSiBPRnLovfJRK6_c0ik3y-m0KHo6Fti7CHUf&c=kO_a3TYz4Adi9G-p_8jBO9ZNbLLwVE_y6YPzwgfvIezT9cHgCNJWIQ==&ch=u7od482RooDCUeuzc_ZKXBOCfFvTCtK3j22FDQQkDUDnHL7KHSvloA==
http://www.laddc.org/content.cfm?id=593
http://laddc.org/content.cfm?id=394

