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The Senate Finance Committee passed the budget bill (HB1) this afternoon with
amendments that restored some, if not all, funding to the LA Department of Health
(LDH). The amendments are not yet available, but Committee Chairman Eric LaFleur
specifically stated that funding was restored to the following programs in this version
of the bill:

Special Income Level Program - impacting 57% of current waiver recipients with
developmental disabilities and ICF/DD residents
Pediatric Day Health Care Centers
Public-private Partner Hospitals
Mental Health Services

To fund healthcare (and fully fund Go Grants), the Finance Committee made the
following cuts:

Higher education by 10%
Certain dedicated funds by 5%
TOPS by an additional 10% (totaling a 30% cut)
Every other state department by 24.2%

Committee members repeatedly stated that the budget passed out of Committee
was an intermediate step and simply to demonstrate their priorities. The Committee
recognizes that the government agencies cannot function with those massive cuts
and that new revenue must be raised in a Special Session to maintain core services.
 
Watch Chairman LaFleur explain the Committee's amendments and the next steps in
the process here. His presentation is first on the agenda.

Read this article from the News Star about today's Finance Committee meeting.
 
HB1 is tentatively expected to be heard on the Senate Floor on Tuesday.

Contact Us
LaCAN is an initiative of the LA Developmental Disabilities Council.  If there are any
questions about the information in this email, contact the Council by replying to this
email, or calling the toll free number listed below:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001s_SSFjVUv5CNNOmN3uEv1RS7LBzTiK9BN5nw9W0QsnDKRLzd_UO44GN7ebxFRfLwrnHsjW5gCF0_NDE0h0jdllqrF6u3pEymR_zW1xwMAjqUxv0suzo-zkKWysuwFdS4vZjCtltCxvZ9n8MMlzAaHXY80IOAp2CCvIijkzB8478=&c=&ch=
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=234289
http://senate.la.gov/video/videoarchive.asp?v=senate/2018/05/051118FNCE_0
https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/2018/05/11/senate-budget-cripples-government/601891002/


phone: 1-800-450-8108
email: info@laddc.org
website: www.laddc.org/LaCAN
facebook: www.facebook.com/lacanadvocates
twitter: www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil
 
Click HERE to view all recent and archived LaCAN Alerts.

Click HERE to view previous LaTEACH (Education) Alerts.
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