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Continue Contacting Senate Finance Committee for
Funding of DD Services

May 8, 2018

House House Senate Senate
Committee Floor Commiittee Floor

The Senate Finance Committee has yet to vote on the proposed
budget and needs to hear from you NOW!! Important update
and correction below in red.

What Funding is NOT Included in the Proposed Budget (HB1)

ELIMINATION o fthe following two programs for people with developmental
disabilities:

e Special Income Level Program - 57% of current home and community-based
waiver recipients with developmental disabilities and ICF/DD residents will lose
their services without this program, which expands the monthly income limit
from $750 - $2,250 for Medicaid long term care services. Originally, it was
reported only adult waiver and ICF/DD residents would be impacted by
the elimination of this program. However, according to the LDH Fiscal
Cliff Reductions document updated on May 3, 2018, children with their
own income over $750/month will lose their services. Parents' income
will still be excluded.

e Pediatric Day Health Care Centers

The Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) is also facing cuts totaling $1.8 Billion
(including state and federal matching funds) that will impact hospitals and other
community services people with disabilities and their families use.

Funding for the Implementation of TEFRA is also NOT included in the proposed

budget. TEFRA would provide Medicaid coverage to children with developmental
disabilities regardless of parental income.

What Funding IS Included in the Proposed Budget



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bxvFv4wCw9rm9EQH3EQA-znsrQlZ3IpbA8Zj3JuDFK8eWLc9qkmgcFsXs_iZ1aImA0BBAjAgirJ2JmYqHARPRkn-vJh5lsrSt5qivInQNTIjK4GxXCbrSG8b7bcGI7VGP_MHUSawdCvRo_2xnu6jWxRZXFnzj7nm0U2EeLBVB1A=&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bxvFv4wCw9rm9EQH3EQA-znsrQlZ3IpbA8Zj3JuDFK8eWLc9qkmgcMJBkdLoqmJPiVrPqdUSWG_1GvtJYvH1FwD-gRE4FgjkMiwp8LiNlASd_Keu0Qs84l9ejjP8UDsOqZ2QmJTPba4EL7_2kBVwa4oGvZIHXN4zo5ppDewf4d1o3y_hXiN44uGDE2bogUfxfGu67vX6E-uK4h2wZGtpSbZDOXQJgLQN_46uH59dwDJNSc22Adbg3isZziWb4-Hk&c=&ch=

Thanks to your ongoing advocacy, funding was restored for:

e Children's Choice Waiver, Supports Waiver and Supported Independent Living
in the NOW (although a large percentage of recipients will no longer be eligible
without the Special Ihcome Level Program that was not restored)

¢ Long Term Personal Care Services

In addition, on April 12th the Revenue Estimating Conference recognized revenue in
excess of the Official Forecast triggering a deposit of $19.9 million into the NOW
Fund. $12.1 million from that fund has been included in HB1 to be used as follows:

e 650 additional waiver slots for those individuals in the most urgent need (the
additional 150 slots in LaCAN's original request will be filled through attrition

slots)

¢ An enhanced waiver rate for people with complex medical and/or behavioral

needs

¢ Anincrease in the night rate in the NOW

How To Take Action

if you believe the cuts to LDH should be restored and funding should be added to
implement TEFRA, NOW is the time to take action!

CONTACT the CHAIRPERSON of the SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE and
MEMBERS from your region by Saturday, May 12th.
Chairperson and members? Contact them again!

Already contacted the

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

All Regions

Eric LaFleur

Region 1

Conrad Appel

Wesley Bishop

Sharon Hewitt

Region 2

Regina Barrow

Mack "Bodi" White
Region 3

Bret Allain, Il (Vice-Chair)
Region 4

Bret Allain, Il (Vice-Chair)
Eric LaFleur (Chair)

Region 5

Committee Chairman

lafleure@leqis.la.gov

New Orleans Area

appelc@leaqis.la.gov

bishopw@legis.la.gov

hewitts@legis la.gov

Baton Rouge / Capital Area

barrowr@leaqis.la.gov

whitem@leqis.la.gov

Houma / Thibodaux Area

allainb@leqis.la.gov

Lafayette / Acadiana Area

allainb@leqis.la.gov

lafleure@leqis.la.gov

Lake Charles / Southwest Area

(337) 3635019
(504) 838-5550
(504) 2424198

(985) 646-6490

(225) 359-9400
(225) 2721324

(337) 828-9107

(337) 828-9107
(337) 363-5019
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Eric LaFleur (Chair)
Ronnie Johns
Region 6

Jim Fannin

Eric LaFleur (Chair)
Region 7

Gregory Tarver
Region 8

Jim Fannin

Region 9

Jack Donahue
Sharon Hewitt
Mack "Bodi" White
Region 10

Conrad Appel

What to Say?

lafleure@leqis.la.gov

johnsr@leqis.la.gov

Alexandria / Central LA Area

fanninj@ledqis.la.gov

lafleure@leqis.la.gov

Shreveport / Northwest Area

tarverg@leaqis.la.gov

Monroe / Northeast Area

fanninj@ledqis.la.gov

Hammond / Northshore Area

donahuej@ledis.la.gov

hewitts@legis Ja.gov

whitem@leqis.la.gov

Jefferson / New Orleans Area

appelc@leaqis.la.gov

(337) 3635019
(337) 4912016

(318) 259-6645
(337) 363-5019

(318) 227-1499

(318) 259-6645

(985) 727-7949

(985) 646-6490

(225) 2721324

(504) 838-5550

First, introduce yourself and say if you have a disability or family member or friend
with a disability. Then, include three points:

¢ Restore cuts to LDH so thousands of adults and children with disabilities
will not lose their waiver services and other vital services are protected.
(If you or someone you know is one of these people, include how the loss of
waiver services will impact you or your family member or friend.)

e Appropriate funding to implement the TEFRA Medicaid State Plan
Option. (If your child or someone you know would benefit from TEFRA,
include how this would impact your child of your friend.)

e End the regular legislative session early so another special session to
address the state's fiscal cliff can be called.

Confirm Your Action

Don't forget to let us know you took action! Reply to this email or notify
your LaCAN Leader to confirm your action.

Why confirm your action? This helps the Council know how effective we are in
reaching you with this important information and engaging members across our state
in advocacy for systems change.

Advocacy Update
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Thanks to all who attended Public Testimony Day in Senate Finance on Monday, May
7th. A special thanks to Robert Paddy, Jamie Duplechine, April Dunn, Steven Nguyen,
Jeanette Plourde and Kathryne Hart for representing our group with their compelling
testimonies. Click here to watch their testimonies beginning at 1:02:25.

Contact Us

LaCAN is an initiative of the LA Developmental Disabilities Council. If there are any
questions about the information in this email, contact the Council by replying to this
email, or calling the toll free number listed below:

phone: 1-800-450-8108 ai’ Louisiana Developmental
emalll: info@laddc.org Disabilities Council
website: www.laddc.org/LaCAN

facebook: www.facebook.com/lacanadvocates

twitter: www twitter.com/LaDDCouncil

Click HERE to view all recent and archived LaCAN Alerts.

Click HERE to view previous LaTEACH (Education) Alerts.
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