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The Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council will discuss its 2019 Legislative
Agenda at nine Legislative Roundtables across the state where individuals with
disabilities, families and advocates will have the opportunity to get more information
about the issues and connect with legislators. The legislative agenda was
developed with input from the Council's grassroots advocacy network (LaCAN) and
the Families Helping Families Centers. Five issues are included on the agenda in
the areas of home and community-based services and education.

Home and Community-Based Services

As it has done for decades, the Council will continue to advocate for the increased
availability of home and community-based supports and services so people with
developmental disabilities can remain in their own homes and be fully participating
members of their communities. The Council is calling for increased access to the
State Personal Assistance Services (SPAS) program, increased funding for the two
Human Services Districts/Authorities with the lowest state funding per capita, and
implementation of the TEFRA Medicaid State Plan Option. Details on eachissue
can be found on the fact sheets linked below.

e Fully Fund State Personal Assistance Services (SPAS)
e Equitably Fund the Human Services Districts/Authorities
e Fund and Implement TEFRA

Education

The Council will also continue to advocate for special education policies and
practices that facilitate transparency and ensure student safety. The Council is
calling for the Louisiana Department of Education to publicly report findings and
corrective actions related to on-site monitoring and complaint investigations
involving special education, and for cameras to be installed in special education
classrooms upon request. Read more about these issues on the fact sheets linked
below.

e Public Reporting of Special Education Monitoring Findings and Corrective
Actions
e Require Cameras in Special Education Classrooms Upon Request

Get Involved

Individuals with disabilities, family members, and advocates are encouraged to
attend a Legislative Roundtable and participate in the Council's other advocacy
efforts, including legislative visits and yellow shirt days. The roundtables have been


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00142Vbta5Tf4xsslmuiQXvoYKrLiDbxY9oYom6nYvHnjuyo8XR1ZSf9DuoXnpPhFO8m8DZhpn-yAUTHyRUYbz4P2XzU2S_-gSBL28IKnrX6wH88RrveRTj2MhAEO0BRqTli0najy1D8B7a7I9I49Iy_QOMDNP4RrQKj0o18GeccXI=&c=&ch=
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SPAS-Fact-Sheet-11.9.18.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Equitably-Fund-Districts-Authorities-Fact-Sheet-11.9.18.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/TEFRA-Fact-Sheet-11.9.18.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/MonitoringReportingLDOE-Fact-Sheet-11.9.18.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CamerasInClassrooms-Fact-Sheet-11.9.18.pdf

scheduled in January and February throughout the state.
e Click here for the 2019 Legislative Roundtable schedule.

Those interested in visiting legislators, attending roundtables or participating in other
advocacy events should contact their regional LaCAN Leader.

Contact Us

LaDDC News is the electronic newsletter for the LA Developmental Disabilities Council. If
there are any questions about the information above, contact the Council by replying to
this email, or calling the toll free number listed below:

phone: 1-800-450-8108 aip Louisiana Developmental
emalll: info@laddc.org Disabilities Council
website: www.laddc.org

facebook: www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil

twitter: www.twitter.com/laddcouncil
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