Supported Decision-Making: Right to Make Choices
Trainings and Webinars
December 23, 2020
Training opportunities are being offered statewide to adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their family members to increase their understanding of
Supported Decision Making (SDM), also known as the Dustin Gary Act of the 2020 Louisiana
legislative session, and other legal options available in Louisiana.
According to Reynolds (2002), Schmidt (1995) and Uekert & Van Duizend (2011), the number of
interdicted individuals who have a developmental disability has tripled since 1955. Supported
Decision-Making helps preserve an adult with a disability’s autonomy and independence while still
providing the person with support from their supporters, family, friends and community when making
certain life decisions. With the passing of the Dustin Gary Act, Louisiana residents will need in-depth
education, training and technical assistance.
Take advantage of this incredible opportunity to receive valuable information on this new least
restrictive option now available in Louisiana! In addition to the training, you’ll receive a detailed SDM
handbook with tips and strategies and five (5) selected individuals with developmental disabilities will
be mentored through the entire supported decision-making process. Each training session is free to
attend, but you must register. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all trainings will be offered via
Zoom.
These training events are provided through a partnership between the Council and The Arc of
Louisiana.
A list of upcoming trainings and links to registration can be found below. As additional trainings are
scheduled, the Council's web-page will be updated with dates, times, locations and registration
details.
For more information or questions about these trainings, please reach out to Ashley McReynolds at
amcreynolds@thearcla.org or 225-383-1033.
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 – Region 7
Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto, Natchitoches, Red River, Claiborne, Sabine, and Webster
Parishes
11:00 AM – 12:30 PM Registration
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 – Region 5
Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis, and Cameron Parishes
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM Registration
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 – Region 5
Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis, and Cameron Parishes
10:00 AM – 11:30 AM Registration

Contact Us
LaDDC News is the electronic newsletter for the LA Developmental Disabilities Council. If there are
any questions about the information above, contact the Council by replying to this email, or calling the
toll free number listed below:
phone: 1-800-450-8108
email: info@laddc.org
website: www.laddc.org
facebook: www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil
twitter: www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil
Sign up to receive LaDDC Newsletters HERE.
View all recent LaDDC Newsletters HERE.

