
 

 
 

March 7, 2022 
 
Senate Finance needs to hear from you about the importance of funding home- and community-based 
services and resources for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD)! 
 
 
Wednesday, March 9th   Senate Finance meets at 9 AM to discuss the Louisiana Department of 

Health’s (LDH) budget as proposed in the Fiscal Year 2023 budget bill 
(HB1). Click here for agenda. 

 
 

What’s Included in the Budget 
 
Funding for Comprehensive Dental Coverage 
for Adults with I/DD 
 

• Act 450 of 2021 by Representative Butler 
ensures Medicaid coverage for 
comprehensive dental care be provided to all 
adults enrolled in any Medicaid waiver 
program for persons with I/DD.  

• However, funding is needed ($5.3 million in 
state general fund) to ensure these services 
are provided to those that need it most! 

• For more information, check out the Formal 
Report by the Louisiana Dental Task Force for 
Adults with I/DD and their Adults with I/DD 
Dental Graphic. 

What’s Not Included in the Budget 
 
Additional Funding for Families Helping Families 
Centers 
 

• Last year, the legislature appropriated an 
additional $500,000 in state general fund to the 
DD Council’s budget for the sole purpose of 
doubling the funding for the nine FHF Centers 
the Council contracts with. (2021 Fact Sheet) 

• Unfortunately, despite the Council’s request, 
this additional funding was not included in the 
proposed FY23 budget. 

 
How to Take Action 
Share your personal story and explain how the issues above would affect you, your family or someone 
you know. 
 

1. Email or call the Chair and members of the Senate Finance Committee before the committee 

meets Wednesday, March 9th! Find your member(s) of the Senate Finance Committee at the 

end of this alert.  

 

 

 

Action Alert #1 
LDH Budget to be Discussed in Senate Finance 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=241980
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Agenda.aspx?m=21682
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Dental-Funding-Fact-Sheet-12.17.21.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Dental-Funding-Fact-Sheet-12.17.21.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1236011
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Formal-Report-of-the-LA-SAC-Dental-Task-Force-1.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Formal-Report-of-the-LA-SAC-Dental-Task-Force-1.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Formal-Report-of-the-LA-SAC-Dental-Task-Force-1.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Adults-with-I-DD-Dental-Infographic-8-x-11.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Adults-with-I-DD-Dental-Infographic-8-x-11.pdf
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FHF-Fact-Sheet-10.30.20.pdf


2. Email sfnce@legis.la.gov your public comments about the budget: 

• Only statements emailed to the address above and received at least 3 hours prior to the 

meeting will be included in the meeting record. 

• With your comments, please ensure to include your name, address, phone number and 

email address. 

 

Get Involved Virtually  
As the Council and LaCAN continue to practice COVID-19 mitigation efforts, we will not hold official 
Yellow Shirt Days in-person at this time. We encourage everyone to advocate safely and based on your 
comfort level. Here are a few tips on how to get involved virtually: 
 

• Watch committee meetings live from the legislature’s website. When the meeting is in progress, 
click the camera icon to access the broadcast. 

• Host committee watch parties on social media and/or post a video sharing your personal story 
o Tag your friends, representatives, senators, and policymakers 
o Use hashtags #LaDDC, #lalege, #LaCAN 

• Email, tweet, message, etc. members of the committee before and during the committee meeting 
and share how the issues above will impact you/your loved ones 

 
Tips & Tools for Advocacy 
Looking for tips and tools to help you in your advocacy? Check out the Council’s Advocacy 101 page. 
You can also find tips for: 
 

• Writing/emailing your legislators 

• Calling your legislators 

• Writing your story 
 

Confirm Your Action 

• Email your LaCAN Leader after you take action or just respond to this email. 

• Why confirm your action? This helps the Council know how effective we are reaching you with 
important information and engaging members across our state in advocacy for systems change. 

 
Contact Us 
LaCAN is an initiative of the LA Developmental Disabilities Council.  If there are any questions about 
the information in this email, contact the Council by replying to this email, or calling the toll free number 
listed below: 
 
phone: 1-800-450-8108       Sign up to receive LaCAN Alerts HERE.  
email: info@laddc.org       View all recent LaCAN Alerts HERE.  
website: www.lacanadvocates.org  
facebook: www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil 
twitter: www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil 
 
 

mailto:sfnce@legis.la.gov
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/home.aspx
https://laddc.org/initiatives/community-living-and-self-determination/quality-assurance/current-initiatives/advocacy-101/
https://laddc.org/initiatives/community-living-and-self-determination/quality-assurance/current-initiatives/advocacy-101/how-to/writeemail-your-policymaker/
https://laddc.org/initiatives/community-living-and-self-determination/quality-assurance/current-initiatives/advocacy-101/how-to/call-your-policymaker/
https://laddc.org/initiatives/community-living-and-self-determination/quality-assurance/current-initiatives/advocacy-101/how-to/write-your-story/
https://laddc.org/initiatives/community-living-and-self-determination/community-supports/current-initiatives/lacan/lacan-leaders/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001LTtybXlN8uB-eAm9IIl93in5MHHZ18SZqn0ggMztlIikrx_mgNPtjJUwNhZdMCYxnJbjkDPhhufvNiIxVCipSeyYQ8OMJjTIlqCu8MPg6bU%3D
mailto:info@laddc.org
https://laddc.org/initiatives/community-living-and-self-determination/community-supports/current-initiatives/lacan/lacan-alerts/
http://www.lacanadvocates.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil
http://www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil


Find your member of the Senate Finance Committee! 
 

All Regions Committee Chair   

Mack "Bodi" White Jr. whitem@legis.la.gov  (225) 272-1324 

Region 1 New Orleans Area   

Patrick Connick (Interim) connickp@legis.la.gov  (504) 371-0240 

Jimmy Harris harrisj@legis.la.gov  (504) 243-1960 

Cameron Henry henryc@legis.la.gov  (504) 838-5433 

Sharon Hewitt (Interim)  hewitts@legis.la.gov   (985) 646-6490 

Region 2 Baton Rouge Area   

Regina Barrow barrowr@legis.la.gov  (225) 359-9400 

Mack "Bodi" White Jr. (Chair) whitem@legis.la.gov  (225) 272-1324 

Region 3 Houma/Thibodaux Area   

Michael Fesi sen20@legis.la.gov  (985) 858-2979 

Region 4 Lafayette Area   

Mark Abraham abrahamm@legis.la.gov  (337) 475-3016  

Gerald Boudreaux boudreauxg@legis.la.gov  (337) 267-7520 

Heather Cloud (Vice-Chair) sen28@legis.la.gov  (337) 461-2595 

Fred Mills (Interim) millsf@legis.la.gov  (337) 365-8484 

Region 5 Lake Charles Area   

Mark Abraham abrahamm@legis.la.gov  (337) 475-3016  

Heather Cloud (Vice-Chair) sen28@legis.la.gov  (337) 461-2595 

Region 6 Alexandria Area   

Heather Cloud (Vice-Chair) sen28@legis.la.gov  (337) 461-2595 

Katrina Jackson (Interim) jacksonk@legis.la.gov  (318) 343-2877 

Glen Womack sen32@legis.la.gov  (318) 744-0005 

Region 7 Shreveport Area   

Barry Milligan sen38@legis.la.gov  (318) 862-3100 

Gregory Tarver tarverg@legis.la.gov  (318) 227-1499 

Region 8 Monroe Area   

Katrina Jackson (Interim) jacksonk@legis.la.gov  (318) 343-2877 

Glen Womack sen32@legis.la.gov  (318) 744-0005 

Region 9 Hammond/Northshore Area 

Sharon Hewitt (Interim)  hewitts@legis.la.gov   (985) 646-6490 

Region 10 Jefferson/New Orleans Area  

Patrick Connick (Interim) connickp@legis.la.gov  (504) 371-0240 

Cameron Henry henryc@legis.la.gov  (504) 838-5433 
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Committee Members are sorted by region. Find your region! 

 


