Five-Year Planning Committee State of the State

Bureau of Health Services Financing (Medicaid), Louisiana Department of Health

Overview

The Bureau of Health Services Financing is a division within the Louisiana Department of Health responsible for
administering the Medicaid Program. Medicaid provides healthcare coverage to low-income individuals and
families and other groups including pregnant women, the elderly, and people with disabilities. The program is a
shared effort between the state of Louisiana and the federal government. Eligible individuals can receive hospital
and physician care, prescriptions, laboratory services, home health services, home and community-based services
(HCBS), nursing facility services, and more.

Current Trends and Key Data Points

Table 1. Louisiana Medicaid Population Overview (July 2025) Table 2. Chronic Condition Prevalence Rates in Louisiana Adults
Eligibility Category Count Chronic Condition Any Disability No Disability
Total Medicaid Members 1,528,683 Ever Had Arthritis 45.0% 20.0%
Adults (19 years of age and older) 845,999 . .
- Disabled Individual (Social Security Guidelines) 170,658 Current Asthma 16.0% 6.6%
- Parent/Caregiver of Dependent Individual with a = 65,000 Ever Had COPD 14.6% 4.7%
D’s.ab'/'ty Ever Had Diabetes 18.6% 9.9%
Children (<19 years of age) 682,684
Ever Had a Stroke 8.1% 1.8%

Figure 1. Percentage of Medicaid Payments and Enrollment by Basis of Eligibility
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Barriers for People with Disabilities

Availability, retention, and training of direct support professionals (DSPs) who provide services to individuals
receiving home and community-based services: An aging population will require more DSPs, and the retention of
these DSPs is essential for the continuity and quality of care for those receiving HCBS. Additionally, training for
DSPs is necessary to address the unique support needs of specific populations (e.g. those with I/DD, physical
disabilities and the elderly with behavioral health needs).

Suggestions for How the Council Can Help
e Help communicate any upcoming changes to the Medicaid program to families
e Continue to advocate to preserve Medicaid funding and Medicaid-funded home and community-based
services



