LOUISIANA DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES COUNCIL

Council Meeting Summary
October 30, 2025, 10:00 A.M. — 4:00 P.M.
9200 Bluebonnet Bivd., Rm #2 B.R., LA 70810
LIVE Streamed Via YouTube
You can watch the meeting here: https://www.youtube.com/@LADDCouncil/streams

View meeting transcript here.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Patti Barovechio (OPH/CSHS), Melissa Bayham (LRS), Alaina Chachere,
Cheri Crain (GOEA), Jamar Ennis (GODA), Jill Hano, Angela Harmon, Cherie Kelly-Aduli, Tory
Rocca (DRLA), Robby Smith, Brooke Stewart, Erick Taylor, Renoda Washington (Chair), Vivienne
Webb, Gearry Williams (OAAS), Karen Xu

MEMBERS ABSENT: Brian Bennett (Medicaid), Michael Billings, Ayden Blunschi, Jude Boynton,
Christi Gonzales-Landry, Julie Foster Hagan (OCDD), Frank Macaluso, Lamartine Meda, Pasqueal
Nguyen, Tony Piontek

GUESTS PRESENT: Constance Alphonse (LSU/HDC), Karen Artus, Ann Marie Bihm, Bernard
Brown (OCDD), Adrienne Burns, Cynthia Chesterfield, Lori Cothern, Kristie Curtis, Lillian Dedean,
Nicole DedJean, Amanda Daigre, Tradonya Domingue, Erin Downing, Liam Doyle, Mylinda Elliott,
Nicole Flores, Rebecca Frugé, April Hampton, Lynsey Hebert (Transcriptionist), Chanel Jackson,
Lindsey Jones, Emily Kelly, Nicole Learson (Parliamentarian), Angel Magee, Christina Martin,
Ashley McReynolds, Amy Miller, Kelly Monroe, Jacki Pierce, Bambi Polotzola, Susan Riehn,
James Sprinkle, Nicole Sullivan-Green, Marilyn Thornton, Amanda Tisdale, Corinnee Vallier, Mimi
Webb, Carolyn Wilkinson (LDOE), Kim Willems, Tangela Womack (Medicaid), Crystal Young,
Josie Young

STAFF PRESENT: Brenton Andrus, Lauren Brown, Stephanie Carmona, Ebony Haven

Renoda Washington called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m. with a quorum present.

The July 2025 Meeting Summary was approved by unanimous consent with corrections.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT - Christi Gonzales

Executive Committee — For more information, please see the summary. The Executive Committee
had three recommendations for the Council’s consideration. The committee reviewed an updated plain
language version of the Council and Committee meeting rules which also included a section to clarify
the order of how comments will be taken during meetings. The committee also discussed a new Council
meeting schedule to make meetings more efficient and cost effective at the same time. Lastly, the
committee discussed adopting a Code of Conduct policy to ensure expectations are clear and meetings
rum smoothly and effectively.
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MOTION PASSED: The Executive committee recommends approval of the updated
Council/Committee Meeting rules. Motion passed with 14 yeas, 0 nays and 0 abstentions.

MOTION PASSED: The Executive committee recommends having the Standing Committees and
Act 378 Subcommittee meet throughout the quarter in lieu of the Wednesday before the full
Council meeting starting after the January 2026 quarterly Council meeting. Motion passes with 8
yeas, 2 nays and 5 abstentions.

MOTION PASSED: The Executive committee recommends Council staff draft a Code of Conduct
policy for the Council to consider and adopt. Motion passes with 14 yeas, 0 nays, and 0
abstentions.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Ebony Haven
Ms. Haven highlighted items in the Executive Director’'s Report including:
e The 2024 Program Performance Report (PPR) was approved, and the FY2026 Action Plan was
approved on September 30%".
e Congress has not yet passed a budget for FFY26 which begins October 18!, but the Council is still
operating off FY2025 funding. The current government shutdown is affecting the FY2026 funding.
It there are no changes, the Council’s current funding will last until October 2026.
e Leadership from the Human Development Center (HDC), Disability Rights LA (DRLA) and the
Council met to reestablish regular DD Network meetings and discuss collaborating on the “Speak
Up, Stand Up” 3-day virtual summit focused on self-advocacy spearheaded by HDC staff.

BUDGET REPORT - Ebony Haven
Ms. Haven highlighted information in the End-of-Year Budget Report for FY25 and the 15t quarter
(FY26) Budget Report including:

e All the June invoices have been processed, and the final figures show the Council spent
93% of its funding. It was also noted that a refund of $250K is shown due to the legislature
adding funding for Families Helping Families in the Supplemental Budget for FY25.
However that funding was “carried forward” in the FY26 budget and added to the FY26
budget in August. This carry forward can be seen on the 15t quarter budget report for FY26.

e During the 18t quarter of FY26, 40% of the IAT/Acquisitions funding was spent due to
expenses paid to the Council’s designated state agency (DSA), the Louisiana Department
of Health (LDH), for Information Technology (IT), Human Resources, Civil Service, and
payroll procurement. Most of these expenses are one-time cost that LDH collects at the
beginning of the fiscal year, so these cost will level out.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

5-YEAR (2027-2031) PLANNING COMMITTEE - Jill Hano

The 5-Year Planning Ad Hoc Committee met on August 5" and 6%, and was given information from
state agency representatives on Louisiana’s “State of the State.” They also reviewed input from
Council committees, public forums and surveys, and ideas from advocacy networks including
LaCAN. Based on the information provided, the committee chose three main goal areas to focus
on: 1) Self-Advocacy, 2) Health and Community Supports, and 3) Education, Early Intervention,
and Employment. The committee also wrote the Goals and Objectives for the next 5-Year plan. For
more information, please see the Day 1 Summary and Day 2 Summary.
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MOTION PASSED: The 5-Year Planning Ad Hoc Committee recommends the Council accept the
draft of the 2027-2031 5-Year plan. Motion passed with 15 yeas, 0 nays, and 0 abstentions.

2025 MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE - Angela Harmon
The Membership Committee met October 7! and decided to recommend three (3) applicants and
three (3) alternates for Council membership. Selected applicants submitted a short bio-sketch.

MOTION PASSED: The Membership Committee recommends the following applicants for Council
membership to the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council: Landon Hanks, Audrey Gilliam
and Melinda Perrodin, and the following applicants as alternates: Latoya Carnahan, Tammy
DeBiasi and Lorenza Lawless. Motion passed with 14 yeas, 0 nays and 1 abstention.

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY AGENDA COMMITTEE - Alaina Chachere

The Legislative Advocacy Ad Hoc Committee met on October 16th to review community feedback
about the Council’s 2026 Legislative Advocacy Agenda. After much discussion, the committee
agreed that the Council’s advocacy agenda should focus on no more than four main issues.

MOTION PASSED: The Legislative Advocacy Ad Hoc Committee recommends that the Council
include the following issues in its 2026 Legislative Advocacy Agenda:

1. Increase waiver rates and pay for Direct Support Workers

2. Create or improve an emergency alert system for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (I/DD)

3. Require school districts to conduct Functional Behavior Assessments and develop
Behavioral Intervention Plans before continued removals

4. Provide additional funding for Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) to ensure full federal
fund match

Motion passed with 10 yeas, 0 nays and 5 abstentions.

The Council recessed for lunch at 12:01 a.m. by unanimous consent.
The Council reconvened the meeting at 1:17 p.m. A quorum was established.

SELF DETERMINATION/COMMUNITY INCLUSION COMMITTEE (SD/CI) - Jill Hano

The SD/CI Committee did not have any recommendations for the Councils consideration. However,
the committee received a lot of great updates from the Office for Citizens with Developmental
Disabilities (OCDD), Medicaid, the Office for Adult and Aging Services (OAAS) and staff. The website
contractor also provided an overview and tour of the Council’s updated website. The committee also
discussed updates on the non-contractual and contractual activities under Goals 1 and 2 which can
be found in the Status of Planned Activities. For more information, please see the summary.

ACT 378 SUB-COMMITTEE — Bambi Polotzola

The Act 378 Sub-committee did not have any recommendations for the Council to consider. The
committee reviewed year end reports for fiscal year 25 and 15t quarter reports for programs within
the Office of Behavioral Health, Offices for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities and Aging and
Adult Services/ Arc of LA. All reports can be found linked in our committee agenda on the
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Council’'s meetings webpage if you would like to review. For more information on the committee
meeting, please see the summary.

EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT (E/E) COMMITTEE - Renoda Washington

The Education and Employment Committee did not have any recommendations for the Councils
consideration. Unfortunately, due to difficulty meeting a quorum, there was not much discussion.
There was no representative present for the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE). However,
the committee received updates from Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) and staff.

The committee received updates on the non-contractual and contractual activities under Goal 3
which can be found in the Status of Planned Activities. For more information, please see the

summary.

STANDING COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS:

Office of Aging and Adult Services — Gearry Williams
Department of Education — Carolyn Wilkinson

Disability Rights of Louisiana — Tory Rocca

Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs — Jamar Ennis
Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs — Cheri Crain

LSU Human Development Center — Constance Alphonse
Louisiana Rehabilitation Services — Melissa Bayham

The Council recessed by unanimous consent and due to difficulty meeting a quorum the meeting
returned after a 30 minute break.

STANDING COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS CONT’D:

Office of Public Health: Children’s Special Health Services — Patti Barovechio
Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities — Bernard Brown

Bureau of Health Services Financing (Medicaid) — Tangela Womack

Jill Hano provided a public comment about the Council office move and expressed a desire to
continue to start Council meetings at 10:00 AM.

Council staff announced the next quarterly Council meeting in January 2026 and reminded
members to come prepared to give suggestions for activities for the FY2027 Action Plan and to
complete the 2025 Ethics trainings. Ms. Washington also thanked members whose terms are
ending in November 2025 including Christi Gonzales, Tony Piontek and Vivienne for their service
on the Council. Members were also asked to complete their Council meeting survey.

The DD Council October Quarterly meeting adjourned at 3:37 p.m. by unanimous consent.
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