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Education and Employment (E/E) Committee Summary 
Wednesday, October 29, 2025 
The Bluebonnet Library, Rm #2 

9200 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA. 
4:15 PM – 6:00 PM 

Virtual via Zoom (Register) / Virtual Meeting Protocols 
Streaming Live on YouTube 

 
View meeting transcript here. 

 
Members Present: Melissa Bayham, Jamar Ennis, Christi Gonzales, Erick Taylor, Vivienne Webb, 
Renoda Washington 
 
Members Absent: Jude Boynton, Lamartine Meda, Tony Piontek, Brooke Stewart (Chair) 
 
Staff: Brenton Andrus, Rekeesha Branch, Lauren Brown, Stephanie Carmona, Ebony Haven, 
Bridgette Talley 
 
Others Present: Constance Alphonse, Alaina Chachere, Kristie Curtis, Erin Downing, Mylinda 
Elliott, Nicole Flores, Jill Hano, Lynsey Hebert (transcriptionist), Chanel Jackson, Christina Martin, 
Susan Riehn, Nicole Sullivan-Green, and Mimi Webb 
 
Call to Order & Quorum 
Renoda Washington called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. A quorum was established, meaning 
enough members were present to make decisions. 
 
Meeting Summary Approval 
Vivienne Webb motioned to approve the April 2025 meeting summary. Christi Gonazles seconded 
the motion. A roll call vote was taken: 4 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions. The summary was approved. 
 
Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) Update 
Melissa Bayham gave updates on pre-employment transition services (Pre-ETS), which help 
students with disabilities prepare for jobs 

 A possible federal government shutdown was not causing major issues because LRS was 
using carryover FFY 2025 funds and state funds, though some independent living grant 
admin work was paused. 

 Two pre-employment transition service staffing contracts were completed: 
o Region 1 (New Orleans): Families Helping Families of Greater New Orleans (hiring in 

progress) 
o Region 7 (Shreveport): Easterseals (3 staff hired) 

 LRS is working to raise entry-level counselor pay to improve hiring and retention. 

 LRS is close to launching Sara Works, a communication system that will improve texting, 
emailing, virtual meetings, and document sharing while keeping records in their case 
management system. 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aBJwRYPNS0uzVZnjWLoTnA
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/LaDDC_Protocols_ZOOM_Meetings-4.3.24.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/laddcouncil
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/LDDCedc.emp10.29.25.pdf
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 LRS is piloting a new streamlined VR application process to reduce wait times. 
 
Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) Update 
There was no representative from LDOE at this meeting, but one was expected at the full council 
meeting the next day. 
 
E/E Contractual Updates 
Stephanie Carmona gave a short update about Activity 3.1.5 on the Council’s 5-Year Plan. The 
Council is partnering with Team Dynamics to give trainings across the state for people with 
developmental disabilities.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 
There were no public comments. The meeting ended at 4:45 PM. 

https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Status-Report-2025.Q2.pdf

